SAFE AND SUSTAINABLE PROGRAMME

The NHS is currently conducting a national review of children’s heart surgery called The Safe and Sustainable programme.  Its objective is to review the current provision of heart surgery for children, to ensure the long-term provision for a safe and sustainable service.  

The main aims of this programme are to:- 

[image: image1.wmf]  Provide the very highest standard of care for all children who need heart surgery, regardless of where they live or which hospital provides their care

[image: image2.wmf]  Offer care based around the needs of each child and family, taking account of the transition to adult services

[image: image3.wmf]  Provide relevant treatment as close as possible to where each family lives, with the exception of surgery and interventional cardiology, which will be based in a limited number of centres of excellence

[image: image4.wmf]  Introduce a set of quality standards to ensure that services deliver the best care to each heart patient

Mr Bill Brawn, Consultant Cardiac Surgeon at the Birmingham Children’s Hospital, who many of our members will know, is Chair of the Safe & Sustainable programme’s Standards Working Group and BCH is an active participant in the review. There are currently 11 children’s cardiac units in England.  As BCH is located in the heart of the country and has one of the best cardiac surgery centres in Europe, it is hoped that it will be designated as one of the four national centres of excellence. 
YOUNG AT HEART endorses the proposed recommendations being put forward for the Safe & Sustainable Programme, which will impact upon the future of Cardiac Services throughout the country.  Providing an opportunity to maintain and improve the skills of cardiac teams can only improve the chances of survival for our cardiac children and this is one of the reasons the charity is in favour of this Programme.  

However, the long-term recovery for a heart child and family should also be taken into consideration and it is vitally important that a strong support mechanism is also put into place.  There have been numerous discussions and forums taking all of these key points into serious consideration, which includes offering better support for parents who may need to stay overnight with children, a need for assistance with the cost of travel and also help getting time off work.  

To find out more about the Safe and Sustainable Programme go to Birmingham Children’s Hospital at www.bch.org.uk and Children’s Heart Federation website at

www.childrens-heart-fed.org.uk









